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ATKINSON FAMILIES OF BUCKS COUNTY, PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

BY OLIVER HOUGH. 

(Continued from page 79.) 

4. Isaac Atkinson, born at Sandwith, parish of Ad- 
dingham, West Riding of Yorkshire, England, 1 mo. 
[March] 2, 1678/9, 1 died in Bristol township, Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, 11 mo. [Jan.] 3, 1720/l, 2 son of Thomas and 
Jane Atkinson, came to America with his parents when 
about a year old, and after the brief sojourn in "West Jersey, 
lived first with them in Bristol township, and after 1688, 
with his mother on her second husband's plantation in Falls 
township, until his majority. He belonged to Falls 
Monthly Meeting of the Society of Friends, having been 
brought up within its fold from early infancy, but it is 
uncertain if he continued a member after 1713. 

On 4 mo. 11, 1700, being then of age, he executed a release' to George 
Biles, for his interest in his father's land, which his mother had sold to 
Biles 4 mo. 10, 1696. 

He bought of John Guy, 10 mo. 9, 1700, 4 200 acres in Falls town- 
ship, next below the plantation of his step-father, William Biles, on the 
Delaware River. This had been originally part of Samuel Darke's 
tract, shown on Holme's Map in the latter's name. 10 mo. 9, 1702, 
he sold this to Jonathan Taylor. 5 

Isaac Atkinson afterwards bought three separate "parcels of land" 
(two of them contiguous however), in Bristol township. They were all 
within a tract shown on Holme's Map, adjoining the lower side of 



1 Knaresborough Monthly Meeting register has 1 mo. 2, 1679, mean - 
ing March 2, 1678/9, O. S. Although the year did not officially begin 
until March 25, people frequently began dating the new year on March 1. 

3 Register of Falls Mo. Mtg. 

5 Bucks County Deed Book 3, p. 20. 

4 Bucks County Deed Book 3, p. 32. 

6 Bucks County Deed Book 4, p. 207. 
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Pennsbury on the Delaware River, inscribed with six names in the fol- 
lowing order : 

William Dungan. John Tully. 
Mordecai Bowden. Thos. Dungan. 
Clement Dungan. Rich. Lundy. 
Some of these persons never owned any of this land, either because 
the rights intended to be located here when the map was made, were 
afterwards laid out elsewhere, or because they sold their warrants before 
the patents were made out, and the latter issued to the purchasers. But 
the three Dungans all owned here. The jury of 1692 made the line 
between this tract and Pennsbury the boundary between Bristol and 
Falls townships, as it remains to this day, Pennsbury being in Falls 
and these lands in Bristol. The individual boundary lines of the 
several owners ran back from the river parallel to the Pennsbury line. 
(The lots appear to have been too narrow on the scale of the map for 
each name to appear on a lot, hence the above arrangement.) 

The first next the Manor was 400 acres patented to John Sirket 

7 mo. 3, 1701, together with 90 acres of the back part of the 

tract below, 1 and 46 acres 35 perches additional, probably 

"overplus." 

The next was William Dungan's, patented to him 11 mo. 7, 

1692, as 200 acres. 
Next John Green, 200 acres, patented 1684. 
Next Thomas Dungan, 200 acres, patented 8 mo. 1, 1692. 
Next Clement Dungan, 200 acres, patented 11 mo. 7, 1692. 
John Sirket sold his holding 7 mo. 8, 1703, to William Atkinson, 
who sometime thereafter 2 sold one half of it to his brother Isaac. Sir- 
ket's sale was of 536 acres 35 perches (including the back part of Wm. Dun- 
gan's original patent), and it seems to have been William Atkinson's 
intention to sell Isaac an exact half (268 acres 17 perches) reserving 



' Wm. Dungan, whose patent was nine years earlier than Sirket's, 
appears to have sold 90 acres to the latter before his (Sirket's) patent was 
issued, though no record of the sale has been found. The only record 
of Dungan's disposal of any of it is his bequest of the river front half, 
100 acres, to his son William (1711); no doubt Sirket really got 100 
acres, which accounts for his "overplus " on later survey. 

1 The date is uncertain, as no deed has been found for this sale, but 
it was between 1703 and 1710 ; for by deed of March 26, of the latter 
year, William Atkinson sold John Smith the other half (Deed Book 4, 
p. 288), and in this deed mention is made of 6 acres 96 perches already 
sold to Isaac Atkinson, and the bounds given show Isaac to have owned 
the other portion. For authorities for other deeds and facts mentioned 
in above paragraph, see under William Atkinson. 
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an exact half (268 acres and 18 perches,) to himself (which he after- 
wards sold to John Smith) ; but Isaac's purchase included a curious 
wedge-shaped lot of 6 acres 96 perches of meadow right in the heart of 
the other half and not within 70 perches of the rest of his land ; that 
this was intended to be a fraction of Isaac's half and not of the other, is 
shown by Smith's deed which states that " The sd lands within ye first 
mentioned bounds (hereby granted to ye sd John Smith) contains besides 
ye six acres and ninety-six perches herein excepted, 268 acres and 18 
perches, being ye moiety or one-half part," etc. Isaac, however, 
must have got that much above his half, for when his tract (though no 
longer his) was sold by the Sheriff in 1727, it contained the full 268 
acres 17 perches in the main lot and the 6 acres 96 perches besides. 

Isaac's purchase (excluding the small lot) was the river front half of 
Sirket's plantation, running along the Pennsbury (now the Falls) line. 
Common Creek, (not shown on Holme's map) flowed from Pennsbury 
quite across Isaac Atkinson's land, and emptied into the Delaware on 
the line between him and Dungan, forming their boundary for a few 
perches from the mouth. This land corresponds to the spot on Holme's 
Map on which the name of John Tully appears, and while it is easily 
seen that the six names in one plot, of which his is one, only indicate 
ownership within those limits and not more exact locations, this has led 
to some confusion, from the fact that the modern village of Tullytown 
lies mainly just across the border of and partly extends into this land ; 
Oxford Street of the village, running back from above mentioned creek, 
being the township line. Davis, in his History of Bucks County, (1st 
ed., p. 115) says that Tullytown " was called after a man named Tully, 
who owned land there ; " and in a footnote: " John Tully was an ori- 
ginal settler in Bristol township on the line of Falls." But Tullytown 
is on the Falls side of the line, while this tract, even if Tully ever owned 
it, which is doubtful, was on the Bristol side. Again, Tullytown was 
laid out by Thomas Kiche about 1800, and long called Kiche-Town. 
Which puts a gap of nearly 200 years between the John Tully of 
Holme's Map (who did not own its site) and the Tullytown of the 19th 
century. 

Isaac Atkinson no doubt disposed of this plantation before removing 
from Bucks County in 1713, for when John Smith sold Eobert Smith 
the adjoining land in that year, the land on this side was said to be 
"John Lanning's formerly Isaac Atkinson's." But no deed from At- 
kinson has been found. On April 12, 1727, Sheriff Timothy Smith sold 
the two lots 268 acres 1 7 perches and 6 acres 96 perches as the property 
of John Maddox. 1 



1 This deed is not recorded, but is recited in deed of John Martin to 
Timothy Titus, Aug. 20, 1792, Bucks Co. Deed Book 27, p. 245. 
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On June 10, 1708, 1 Isaac Atkinson bought of Esther Willson, relict 
of Richard, two tracts in Bristol township, on the Delaware River, one of 
100 acres and oneof 50 acres. These were adjoining and both within the 
six-named tract on Holme's Map. The 100 acres was the river front 
half of Thomas Dungan's original patent of 200 acres. It passed from 
him to Thomas Dungan Jr., to John Scott, to Tobias Dymock and 
Sarah, his wife. The other was a quarter of Clement Dungan's patent, 
taking in half the river front ; from him to his brother-in-law, Edward 
Doyle, and from the latter's widow to Tobias and Sarah Dymock. 
After her husband's death Sarah Dymock sold both to Eichard Willson, 
whose widow sold to Isaac Atkinson. The latter (and wife) sold them 
March 18, 1709 [1708/9], 2 to Willoughby Warder and Sarah his wife. 3 

Isaac Atkinson no doubt moved in 1700 from his step- 
father's plantation * to that he bought of John Guy in Falls 
township. After selling that, he lived in Bristol township 
on the land he bought there from his brother, until 1713, 
when he moved to the upper part of Burlington County, 
West New Jersey. On 1 mo. 4, 1712/3, he requested Falls 
Monthly Meeting for a certificate to Chesterfield Mo. Mtg. 
in that county, his wife, Sarah, asking one from the 
women's side the same day ; hers was signed a year later, 1 
mo. 7, 1713/4, and his doubtless then or previously, though 
not on the minutes; they must have then already moved. 
Just where they located is uncertain ; possibly in or near 
Trenton, which was within the compass of Chesterfield 
Monthly Meeting, and then in Burlington County, though 
now in Mercer. 

1 Bucks Co. Deed Book 4, p. 9. 

2 Bucks Co. Deed Book 4, p. 125. 

' I take this occasion to acknowledge the valuable assistance of Mr. 
Warren S. Ely, of Doylestown, in searching the Bucks County deed 
records, enabling me to locate exactly lands once owned by Isaac Atkin- 
son and his brother William ; as well as for other help in the preparation 
of this article. O. H. 

* It appears that William Biles conveyed his plantation in Falls to 
his son William in 1698, and removed to one he bought of Henry Baker, 
either within the Manor of Pennsbury, or adjoining it on the Bristol side; 
see White's William Biles, Penna. Mag. xxvi, pp. 65, 203 and 354. 
Isaac most likely lived on the Guy place some time before he was of 
an age to have the deed made to him. 
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They stayed about two years, Sarah bringing a certificate 
back to Falls, 8 mo. 5, 1715. 1 After returning to Bucks 
Co. they lived again in Bristol township, but not on any of 
the land mentioned above, as Isaac had disposed of it all 
before leaving. His brother William, now living in Bristol 
borough, had bought a plantation in the township in 1717, 
(on the river, part of the Christopher Taylor tract of Holme's 
Map ; see account under "William). It is quite likely that 
Isaac lived here as manager for his brother, perhaps with a 
joint interest, for his inventory mentions " corn in the 
ground," wheat and barley, cows, calves and shoats. 

In some deeds Isaac Atkinson is styled " cordwainer." 
Miss Anne-Hollingsworth Wharton, in Colonial Days and 
Dames, remarks (p. 21) : " Men who came from families of 
good position on the other side of the water felt it no dis- 
honor to put their hands to any honest toil that had for its 
object the work of home-making and nation-building. 
Hence among the first settlers of Pennsylvania we find 
many good English names connected with the trades of 
tailor, hatter, carpenter and the like." But though the in- 
ventory of Isaac Atkinson's estate mentions shoemaker's 
tools, it also indicates that he was engaged in agriculture, 
and we have seen above that he was, at least temporarily, 
a landowner ; therefore it would appear that, following the 
custom of his class, he had the shoemaking carried on by 
servants, and only assumed the style " cordwainer " to con- 
form to Quaker ideas; it is no indication of his station in life. 
. /1/j By his will, 2 dated 

dfCWJwkUtPavL Dec - 23 ' 1720 ' P roved 

t^^vy/(5W^ Dec. 5, 1721, which states 

i>/ ^S that he was " of the 

County of Bucks," (but gives no township), he left £ 20 

1 None for her husband is mentioned in the minutes, but he 
evidently came too ; his name does not appear on the Falls minutes 
after 4 mo. 3, 1713, when he " gave a paper of condemnation which was 
read and accepted." Chesterfield Monthly Meeting minutes have no 
mention of them. 

2 Bucks Co. Will Book 1, p. 59. The inventory was made 11 mo. 
(Jan.) 30, 1720/1. 
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each to his three children, John, Jane and Thomas when 
they came of age ; his wife to have the use of the money 
without interest until the payment, if she remained his 
widow. No land is mentioned. Residue to his wife Sarah, 
who was made executrix, with his "loving and trusty 
friend " Samuel Baker to assist her. The signature to this 
will (reproduced here) is of a good fashion for that period. 

Isaac Atkinson married 4 mo. [June] 23, 1708, at Falls 
Meeting, 1 Sarah Hough, (b. 4 mo. 7, 1690), daughter of 
Richard and Margery (Clows) Hough, of Makefield town- 
ship. For account of Richard Hough, who was a Provin- 
cial Councillor, Justice of the County Court, etc., and his 
wife, and their connections, see Penna. Mag. vol. xvnr, 
pp. 20-34, and also Note B. following this article. 

Sarah Atkinson was for some years active in religious 
affairs, and was appointed on committees of Falls Monthly 
Meeting 12 mo. 3, 1719, 3 mo. 4. 1720 and 3 mo. 3, 1721, 
but in the latter year some violation of discipline caused her 
disownment, and a " testimony of disunion " against her 
was issued 11 mo. 3, 1721, (1721/2, exactly a year after her 
husband's death). 

Isaac and Sarah (Hough) Atkinson had issue : 

7. Jane Atkinson, b. (5. 6. 1709, 2 d. . 

Mar. 8 . — . 1728, John Wilson. 

8. John Atkinson, b. , d . 

( ? Mar. 1735, Margaret Yates ? ) 

9. Thomas Atkinson, b. , d. . 

Sarah (Hough) Atkinson married, second, in 1724, Leon- 
ard Shallcross, of Falls township. They were not married 
under care of Friends as she was no longer a member; on 
6 mo. 5, 1724, Leonard Shallcross brought to the monthly 
meeting " a paper of condemnation for his marriage out of 
the unity of Friends." He had previously been in good 
standing and served on a committee of Falls Monthly 
Meeting, 10 mo. 5, 1722. 

1 Register of Falls Mo. Mtg. 

2 Register of Falls Mo. Mtg. 

VOL. XXX. — 15 
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Leonard Shallcross had first married 11 mo., 1702, Ann 
Ellefc, daughter of William, and had six children ; he had 
none by Sarah, who survived him, and was mentioned in 
his will, 1729/30. (See Kote C. hereafter.) 

5. William Atkinson, born 1681, died in Bristol, Pa., 
8 mo. [Oct.] 29, 1749, 1 son of Thomas and Jane Atkin- 
son. He was most likely born while his parents were in 
Burlington County, West Jersey, then living with them on 
his father's plantation in Bristol township, Bucks County, 
until his mother's second marriage (1688), then with her on 
his step-father's plantation on the Delaware River in Falls, 
then from about 1698 on William Biles's new home at the 
northwestern end of Pennsbury, until his marriage, 2 when 
he moved to his own plantation in Bristol township (bought 
1703, see below) ; he lived there until about 1711, when 
he moved into the town of Bristol, where he resided the 
rest of his life. 

Shortly after coming of age he executed a release 8 to George Biles, 
dated 4 mo. 9, 1702, for his interest in his father's land bought by 
Biles. 

On 7 mo. 8, 1703, William Atkinson bought 4 of John Sirket 536 
acres, 35 perches in Bristol township, on the Delaware Eiver, and 
adjoining Pennsbury ; it was the upper section of the tract shown on 
Holme's Map in the names of William Dungan, John Tully, Mordecai 
Bowden, Thomas Dungan, Clement Dungan and Bichard Lundy, but 
some of whom were not owners, as Sirket bought 400 acres direct from 
the Proprietary, and had an original patent (though including part of 
William Dungan's former patent); this has been explained at length 
under Isaac Atkinson. It ran back from the river the whole length of 
the Pennsbury line, now the boundary between Falls and Bristol town- 
ships. William sold the front half of this, 268 acres, 17 perches, to his 
brother Isaac ; 6 also a lot of meadow land, 6 acres, 96 perches, about 

1 Begister of Falls Mo. Mtg. 

2 His marriage record on Falls register calls him of Falls tp. 

3 Bucks Co. Deed Book 3, p. 104. 
* Bucks Co. Deed Book 3, p. 119. 

5 Date not known, as deed is not on record, but deeds to adjoining 
lands show it to have been before 1710, and it was probably very soon 
after William's purchase, say, 1703 or 1704. 
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the centre of the half William retained, supposed to be included in the 
above amount, but since shown to have been so much in excess. Wil- 
liam held the other half until March 26, 1710, tvhen he sold it to John 
Smith. 1 

March 25, 1712, he bought of John Borradaile, 2 of Burlington, a lot 
on the north side of Mill Street in Bristol borough ; this was no doubt 
where he resided the rest of his life ; after his death, his executors sold 
it to his son William,* in 1758. 

On June 17, 1713, he bought of John Hall, 4 of Bristol (afterwards 
his son-in-law), 4 acres in Bristol township, part of 116 acres patented 
to Hall by the Commissioners of Property the same year ; and sold it to 
Benjamin Harris, 5 July 24, 1714. 

In 1717, William Atkinson bought of Thomas Kogers, Jr., a piece of 
land of perhaps 55 acres on the Delaware River, in Bristol township, 
part of the tract shown on Holme's Map as Christopher Taylor's, 
between William Haige and Francis Richardson, containing something 
less than half of Taylor's water front. The exact date and amount are 
uncertain, as no deed is recorded for the Atkinson purchase. He died 
seized of it, and his executors sold 6 John De Normandie 48 acres, 65 
perches as " part of a larger tract which was conveyed to sd William 
Atkinson by Thomas Eogers Junr. the seventh day of Anno Domj. 
1717 ; " which is all we know of its purchase by William Atkinson. C. 
Taylor's heirs had sold his whole tract to John Rowland, who sold it off 
in several lots, all accounted for but 6 acres 95 perches in a triangle 
adjoining the back of the 48 acres 65 perches sold by Atkinson's execu- 
tors, which makes it appear as if that was the balance of the larger tract 
which he bought, making it 55 acres, but we find no record of the 
disposal of this portion, either by him or his executors. 

He obtained 9 acres in Bristol township by failure of Nathan Watson 
to pay off a mortgage made July 10, 1744,' but as no further record of 
it as Atkinson's appears, perhaps Watson afterwards redeemed it. 

William Atkinson was much occupied with political 
affairs, and held a number of important public offices ; by 
birth, by the marriages of his mother (to William Biles) and 
brothers, and his own, he was strongly affiliated with the 

1 Bucks Co. Deed Book 4, p. 288. 

2 Bucks Co. Deed Book 4, p. 194. 
8 Bucks Co. Deed Book 10, p. 55. 
* Bucks Co. Deed Book 4, p. 295. 

5 Bucks Co. Deed Book 5, p. 49. 

6 Bucks Co. Deed Book 64, p. 272. 
' Bucks Co. Deed Book 7, p. 139. 
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group of families that dominated the local government of 
Colonial Bucks County. 

He was Coroner of Bucks County for nine terms (of one 
year each) in 1721, 1731-35, 1737, 1739 and 1740 '; and a 
County Commissioner in 1722. 

He was eleven years, from 1738 till his death in 1749, 
Collector of Excise, a position corresponding to the present 
Federal office of Collector of Internal Revenue for a Dis- 
trict. In this office he was succeeded by his son-in-law, 
John Hall. 

He served two terms as a Common Councilman in Bris- 
tol, 1745 and 1746 (and possibly more, as some of the lists 
about his time are missing. 2 

In his commissions as Coroner, William Atkinson is 
styled "gentleman," and some deeds call him "taylor." 
The first correctly indicates his rank, in a period when the 
term was strictly limited to that sense. The other can be 
accounted for by the custom of Friends' families of what- 
ever rank, having their children taught trades, who in after 
life, though not following them, used such designations in 
accordance with Quaker precepts against ostentation. 
Many gentlemen also had some business carried on by " ser- 
vants" (and sometimes by slaves, but "William Atkinson 
does not appear to have been a slave owner), and if they 
were of the Society of Friends, designated themselves by it 
for the same reason. But "William Atkinson's time was 
devoted to his landed interests, politics and particularly 
meeting affairs, and there was no more eminent man in 
Bristol, during his lifetime than he; not even excepting 
Thomas Brock and Anthony Burton, its founders. His 
family and connections were the leaders in the social life of 
the town, the connections, including the Radcliffes, from 

1 Three of his commissions as Coroner, dated Oct. 3, 1733, Oct. 4, 
1734 and Oct. 4, 1737, respectively, have been published in Penna. 
Arch., 3 ser., vol. viii, pp. 8, 30 and 59. 

2 A note to Records of the Hall Family, Pexna. Mag., xi, 316, 
gives him only one term. 
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whom Radcliffe Street (then as now, the fashionable resi- 
dence street) took its name, and the Burtons (the founder's 
family above mentioned) ; * and after his death, the foremost 
citizen of Bristol was, without question, his son-in-law, John 
Hall. 

"William Atkinson's concern in Friends' meeting matters 
began very early in life. He belonged to Falls Monthly 
Meeting and soon after reaching his majority was appointed 
Clerk to that body, a position he held until his death forty- 
seven years later. The term " clerk " (of the meeting) does 
not occur in his first appointment, but gradually came into 
use, and he is so called later. The first minute in relation 
thereto, 4 mo. 3, 1702, reads : " "William Atkinson engaged 
to record the minutes of the Monthly meeting." And 
again, 7 mo. 2, 1702 : " It was ordered that "William Atkin- 
son should be paid 16s. 8d. for writing. — This meeting 
orders "William Atkinson to take the book for births, 
burials, and marriage certificates into his custody, and re- 
cord the same as they come to his hand." 2 He kept the 
records of the women's side of the meeting, as well as the 
men's; their minute of 12 mo. 2,1703 being: "Agreed 
that Jane Biles take care to get her son William Atkinson 
to record all ye minutes of ye meeting from ye beginning 

1 The Burtons were connected through his first wife, Mary Hough, 
whose niece, also Mary Hough, married Anthony Burton, Jr., son of 
Anthony mentioned above. The Radcliffe connection was one of several 
links : William Atkinson's second wife, Margaret Baker, was daughter 
of Henry Baker, by his second wife, Mary, widow of James Kadcliffe ; 
the latter was mother of Edward Kadcliffe, who married his step-sister, 
Phebe Baker, daughter of Henry, by his first wife, Margaret Hardman ; 
Mrs. Atkinson was thus half-sister to both Edward Badcliffe and his 
wife. (See Henry Baker and Some of His Descendants, by Miles White, 
Jr., Publications Southern Hist. Assn., vol. 5, pp. 388-400, 477-496.) 
Again Rebecca Radcliffe, sister of Edward, was first wife of John Hall, 
whose third wife was William Atkinson's daughter, Hannah. 

2 The book for recording certificates of removal presented to Falls 
Mo. Mtg. appears at that time to have been outside the clerk's province. 
It was kept by Richard Hough from 12 mo. 6, 1683 until the meeting 
of 2 mo. 4, 1704, when he turned it over to Joseph Kirkbride. 



230 Atkinson Families of Bucks County ; Pennsylvania. 

unto ye day into ye bound book that was bought for that 
purpose." "Margery Hough and Jane Biles appointed 
on a Committee to review all ye writings before they be 
transcribed." At the women's meeting 1 mo. 5, 1707 l : 
"The Friends appointed to examine ye book wch is in 
William Atkinson's hand — give an account they find ye 
book well and truely recorded." Similar directions for re- 
viewing and recording re-occur a number of times, on both 
men's and women's minutes ; "William Atkinson was 
sometimes on the reviewing committee himself. 2 

The men's minutes have, 9 mo. 2, 1749 : " William At- 
kinson the late clerk of this meeting being deceased 
William Buckley is therefore desired to undertake that 
service as also to get the several books and papers belong- 
ing to this meeting from the Executors of the said William 
Atkinson into his care." 

William Atkinson was also Clerk to Bucks Quarterly 
Meeting ; the first mention of this in Falls records is in the 
women's minutes, 1 mo. 3, 1707/8 : 

" The Quarterly Meeting book that was in William Atkin- 
son's hand is recorded to the satisfaction of Friends." 
Accounts of payments to him for recording the Quarterly 
minutes, appear thereafter from time to time in Falls books. 
Tha Friends' Intelligencer of 2 mo. 13, 1886 (no. 7 of vol. 
xliii, p. 108) has : 

1 These dates are all Old Style ; this is really March 5, 1706/7 ; this 
is a case (such as referred to in a previous footnote, p. 220) of dating the 
new year in advance of its official beginning (March 25) ; the preceding 
minute being correctly dated 12 mo. [Feb. ] 5, 1706. Such cases occur 
frequently in the Falls minutes and are a cause of some confusion. 

* He was on this committee 1 mo. 4, 1718/9, 7 mo. 3, 1729 and 
3 mo. 2, 1739. An entry 4 mo. 1, 1715, is: " William Atkinson hav- 
ing recorded the Minutes, brought them to this meeting." There are 
other entries to this effect, and ordering his charges paid, or stating 
amounts that had been paid him. On 1 mo. 5, 1735 [1734/5] he was 
ordered to get a new minute book, and on 3 mo. 7, it was reported he 
had done so. 
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"OLD COPIES OF THE DISCIPLINE. 
Editors Intelligencer and Journal : 

In ' Letters by the Way,' in the last issue of the paper, P. E. Gib- 
bons mentions ' the first edition of the Discipline, issued in or about 
1793.' I have a manuscript edition of the Discipline adopted by 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting in 1719. It is in the handwriting of 
William Atkinson. R. W. 

Doylestown, Pa." 

Falls minutes (men's) have in regard to this, 5 mo. 
6, 1720 : " * * * the Quarterly Meeting ordered he " 
[William Atkinson] " should have 15s. paid him for tran- 
scribing the revisal of the Book of Discipline, so much 
being our proportion which is ordered paid." 

The minutes of Bucks Quarterly Meeting (now deposited 
iu the Newtown Bank) show him to have been appointed 
clerk to that meeting some years before the first mention 
above. At a Quarterly Meeting held at Falls, 3 mo. 28, 
1702 : " William Atkinson having entered ye minits of ye q tr 
meeting y'. was Left unentered by Phinehas Pemberton it 
is thought fit by this meeting yt he Enter y e Births Burials 
& Marriage Certificat's y' still remaines unentered in y" 
quarter meeting Book & y* friends satisfie him for his Care 
therein." At a Quarterly Meeting held at Neshaminy 6 mo. 
27, 1702 : " The fr ds Concerned to Collect ye ace" of w' 
publick fr ds have died belonging To This meeting have 
Brought y" s d acc tt into This meeting Therefore it is ordered 
y' both meeting Lists be Joyned in one & y' Will" 1 Atkinson 
trancescribe Them against ye yearly meeting. 

William Atkinson haveing given y° meeting an ace" y' 
all y" Births and Burials are Recorded to this Time * * *. " 

At a Quarterly Meeting held at Wrightstown 12 mo. 27, 
1745 [Feb. 1746] : " This meeting appoints Joseph White, 
Robert Collison, Joseph Chapman, Samuel Eastburn & Wm. 
Atkinson to view the Minuits of this Meeting Unrecorded, 
and when done William Atkinson is Appointed to record 
them." But he did not record this minute, as it is in a new 
hand, and was probably entered by the next clerk, after Wil- 
liam's death. At a Quarterly Meeting held at Middletown, 



232 Atkinson Families of Buclcs County, Pennsylvania. 

9 mo. 30, 1749 : " Joseph "White is desired to act as Clerk 
to this Meeting in room of William Atkinson Deceased." 

William Atkinson was appointed an Elder of Falls 
Monthly Meeting 11 mo. 4, 1726, and at his death had 
acted in that capacity nearly twenty-three years. 1 The 
above date of appointment is given in the list of Elders in 
the minutes for 3 mo. 28, 1746, of the Meeting of Ministers 
and Elders (of Bucks Quarter) (with the other Q. M. records 
in Newtown Bank), as well as in those of Falls Monthly 
Meeting. He appears not to have been clerk to the Min- 
isters and Elders meeting. 

He was a representative of Falls Monthly in the Quarterly 
Meeting at least twenty-one times ; these were : 

[dates of appointment, not of holding the Q. M.] 3 mo. 2, 
1711; 3 mo. 5, 1714; 3 mo. 4, 1720; 9 mo. 6, 1723; 3 mo. 
6, 1724; 9 mo. 3, 1725; 9 mo. 2, 1726; 6 mo. 5, and 12 
mo. 3, 1730 ; 9 mo. 3, 1731; 6 mo. 6, 1735 ; 3 mo. 6, and 9 
mo. 4, 1741; 3 mo. 5, and 12 mo. 3,1742 ; 3 mo. 2, and 12 
mo. 6, 1744 ; 3 mo. 1, 1745 ; 9 mo. 5, 1746 ; 12 mo. 1, 1748 ; 
3 mo. 3, 1749. 

He served on many special committees of the monthly 
meeting (over eighty of them, so only die most important 
can be mentioned here, besides some under appropriate 
heads elsewhere) : 

Appointed 1 ino. 5, 1711/2 on committee to settle Treasurer's ac- 
counts. 

2 mo. 2, 1712, to collect subscriptions from Bristol. 

8 mo. 5, 1720, to collect subscriptions from Bristol meeting to 
assist in rebuilding Chester Meeting House, Burlington County, 
destroyed by fire. 

4 mo. 5, 1723, to receive subscriptions to aid Shrewsbury Friends 
in building their Meeting House. 

William Atkinson was an original member of Bristol 
particular meeting on its establishment in 1710. Previously 
the Bristol Friends had attended Falls particular meeting 

1 The note to Becords of the Hall Family, mentioned above, Penna. 
Mag., xi, 316, says erroneously thirty-three years. 
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("William had naturally done so in early life when living in 
Falls township) ; though from about 1704 they had had oc- 
casional meetings at Bristol. Samuel Smith, historian of 
early New Jersey and vicinity says : " Meetings for worship 
at Bristol were sometimes held at Friends houses till 1710 
when a meeting-house was built, and a meeting settled 
therein." It was one of the constituent members of Falls 
Monthly Meeting. 1 

He was made an overseer for Bristol Meeting at the 
monthly meeting of 8 mo. 3, 1711, and was released from 
that position, 11 mo. 7, 1713. 

On 2 mo. 1, and 7 mo. 2, 1713 he was on committees for 
accounts of Bristol meeting house. Middletown Monthly 
Meeting, 10 mo. 6, 1722, ordered a subscription for Friends 
who lost by fire at Bristol, the amount collected to be paid 
to George Clough and William Atkinson. 

William Atkinson was one of the Trustees for lands be- 
longing to Falls Monthly Meeting. 

John Eowland, by deed* of 1 mo. 8, 1703/4, conveyed to Edmond 
Lovett, William Atkinson and Nehemiah Blackshaw, trustees, a lot 
5x5 perches, near the house of Thomas Watson, the elder, laid out for 
a burying ground. At the monthly meeting 11 mo. 1, 1745/6, it was 
agreed that, as William Atkinson was the only surviving trustee, 
the deed should be renewed to others then selected. Accordingly the 
said survivor by deed 8 of Feb. 1, 1745/6, conveyed the said 5 perches 
square, in Falls township, to Thomas Watson, Joseph Wharton, Ed- 
mond Lovett and Joseph Atkinson, the persons chosen ; and reported 
his action to the meeting 4 mo. 4, 1746. 

On Feb. 1, 1706, Joshua Hoopes, survivor of former trustees, 
conveyed * to the new ones, Joseph Kirkbride, Thomas Watson (tanner), 
Abel Janney, Samuel Baker, Edward Lucas and William Atkinson the 
burying ground of 72 sq. perches, which Thomas Janney had donated 
the meeting, and conveyed to the former trustees, 4 mo. 4, 1690 ; this was 

1 In 1788 it was transferred to Middletown Monthly Meeting, where 
it now belongs. 

2 Bucks Co. Deed Book 3, p, 157. 

8 Not on record, but fact recited in deed of these new trustees to 
their successors, 9 mo. 15, 1773, Bucks Co. Deed Book 17, p. 213. 
4 Bucks Co. Deed Book 10, p. 175 ; it was not recorded until 1760. 
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the one on Slate-pit Hill, on the road below Yardley in (now Lower) 
Makefield township. And 10 mo. 10, 1721, Daniel Burgess (devisee of 
Samuel Burgess) conveyed six acres to the same ; * it having been dis- 
covered that the six acres donated Falls Meeting by Samuel Burgess and 
conveyed by him to its trustees, 4 mo. 4, 1690, had been laid out in 
another place. On 12 mo. 7, 1774, Joseph Atkinson, as son and heir 
of William, last surviving trustee, conveyed these two lots 2 to new 
trustees ; it was stated that at that time the Janney gift was walled in. 

At the monthly meeting 5 mo. 7, 1714, the bequest of John Sirket for 
keeping the grave yard at Falls Meeting House in repair, was placed in 
care of William Atkinson. 

He was appointed a trustee for the Bristol burying yard, by Falls 
Monthly Meeting, 12 mo. 7, 1710. On June 12, 1711, Samuel Car- 
penter conveyed 3 to Joseph Kirkbride, Thomas Stevenson, William 
Croasdale, George Clough, Samuel Burgess and William Atkinson, for 
use of Bristol Meeting, two lots in that borough, one of 4 acres, and one 
of 19 perches, the latter at the corner of Market and Wood streets. 
May 18, 1738, William Atkinson, as survivor of the above, conveyed* 
these two lots to the new trustees, Joseph Kirkbride, William Blakey, 
Samuel Bunting, John Hutchinson, Jr., Thomas Marriott, Jr., and 
Joseph Atkinson. 

It will be noticed that in two of these trusteeships William Atkinson 
was succeeded by his son Joseph. 

On 1 mo. 6, 1727/8, "William Atkinson acquainted the 
monthly meeting of his intention of going on a voyage to 
sea, and requested a certificate. This was to Barbadoes ; he 
was gone about seven months ; on his return he presented 
to Falls, 9 mo. 6, 1728, a certificate from Friends at Barba- 
does. 

"William Atkinson in his will 5 dated Sept. 22, 1749, 
proved Nov. 30, 1749, speaks of himself as of the " Burrough 
of Bristol " and " fiar advanced in years." He left his 
daughter Rachel Atkinson furniture and money, and his 
daughter Mary Banckson and son Samuel Atkinson each a 

1 Fact recited in deed to their successors, 12 mo. 7, 1744, Bucks Co. 
Deed Book 17, p. 205. 

3 Bucks Co. Deed Book 17, p. 205. 
8 Bucks Co. Deed Book 4, p. 166. 

4 Bucks Co, Deed Book 10, p. 181. 
6 Bucks Co. Will Book 2, p. 168. 
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small sum, and directed the residue to be equally divided 
between all his children, " as well them above named as the 
rest." He also mentioned his son-in-law John Hall, and 
" cousin " Samuel Bunting (a nephew of his second wife). 
The executors named were his son Joseph and daughter 
Rachel. He gave them power to sell all real estate, but did 
not specify what he possessed ; the inventory made Nov. 18, 
1749, mentioned some woodland and a house and lot, but 
not their extent nor location ; the house and lot were, of 
course, his residence on Mill Street, Bristol, which the ex- 
ecutors sold in 1758 to "William Atkinson, Jr. 

"William Atkinson married, first, 2 mo. [April] 6, 1704, 
at Falls meeting, 1 Mary Hough, (b. 6 mo. 1, 1685, d. 9. 
mo. 11, 1720,) 1 daughter of Richard and Margery (Clows) 
Hough, of Makefield township, and sister to his brother 
Isaac's wife. For account of Richard Hough, Provincial Coun- 
cillor, etc., and Margery Clows, his wife, see Pbnna. Mag., 
Vol. xviii, pp. 20-34 ; also Note B. appended to this article. 

Mary (Hough) Atkinson was active on the women's side 
of Falls Monthly Meeting; her particular meeting being 
Falls before marriage and Bristol after. She was chosen a 
representative to the Quarterly Meeting 3 mo. 6, 1719 ; and 
was named on committees of the monthly meeting 12 mo. 
7, 1710/1; 3 mo. 4, and 10 mo. 7, 1715; 3 mo. 2, 1716; 2 
mo. 1, 1719 ; and 5 mo. 6, 1720. She was appointed an 
overseer (presumably for Bristol meeting) 4 mo. 1, 1720 ; 
on 3 mo. 3, 1721 the minutes say : " By reason of the 
death of our ffriend Mary Atkinson, Jane Chadwick is ap- 
pointed to be an overseer in her stead." 

In a letter in possession of the writer, dated 3 mo. 13, 
1721, from William Atkinson to Phebe Radcliffe in Bristol 
he says in part : " for all my private Retirements and Medi- 
tations are intermixed with a Natural Sorrow, for Loss of 
so many of my most near ffriends, ffirst my Dear Sister (in 
the nearest Relation) M : "W : then of my Dear Brother : W. 

1 Register of Falls Mo. Mtg. 
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B : and then of my near Dear true Companion and Bosome 
ffriend, (which is most Direfull to Bear) then of my poor 
Brother Isaac and mother all which have so succeeded one 
another, that ever Since that day that I came to Neshaminy 
quarter meeting when M : W : Lay dying I have waded deep 
through unexpressable Sorrow * * * " The " Dear true 
Companion," etc., meant his wife ; M. W. and W. B. must 
have been sister and brother in the religious sense only, as 
none of his own, nor his wife's, nor his stepfather's family, 
corresponding to these initials, died at this time; the mother 
was doubtless his mother-in-law Margery Hough, whose 
death followed Isaac Atkinson's as the letter states. The 
Phebe RadclifFe to whom the letter was written was daugh- 
ter of Henry Baker & widow of Edward Radcliffe ; she will 
be written of in Notes D and E. 

William and Mary (Hough) Atkinson had issue : 

(Births from register of Falls Mo. Mtg.) 

10. Sarah Atkinson, b. 1. 10, 1704/5, d. 10. — , 1706. 1 

11. Hannah Atkinson, b. 11. 25. 1706/7, d. 12. 9. 1760. 2 
Mar. May — , 1734, John Hall. 

12. William Atkinson (Jr.), b. 9. 18. 1709, d. 1794. 
Mar. Sept. 24, 1734, Sarah Pawley. 

13. Mary Atkinson, b. 7, 19. 1713, d. . 

Mar. July 9, 1745, Daniel Bankson. 

14. Joseph Atkinson, b. 10. 5. 1716, d. . 

Mar. 1st, Dec. 8, 1743, Jennet Cowgill. 

2nd, April 13, 1762, Sarah Silver. 

15. Sarah Atkinson, b. 9. 4. 1719, d. 2. 7. 1726. 1 

William Atkinson married, second, 4 mo. [June] 5, 
1722, at Bristol meeting, 3 Margaret Baker, (b. 6 mo. 2, 
1693, d. 6 mo. 20, 1748), 4 daughter of Henry and Mary 

1 Register of Falls Mo. Mtg. 

2 Hall Family Bible, the entries in which were printed, with notes, 
as Records qf the Hall Family, of Bristol, Pennsylvania, in Penna. 
Mag., xi, 309-317. 

3 Eegister of Falls Mo. Mtg. 

* So in Register of Falls Mo. Mtg. ; in White's Henry Baker, and 
Records of the Hall Family, her death is given Dec. , 1748. 
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Baker, of Makefield township; 1 at this date Henry 
Baker was deceased, and his widow, with her daughter 
Margaret, was living in Bristol borough. For an ac- 
count of Henry Baker, one of the leading men of early 
Bucks County, see sketch of him by Miles White, Jr., in 
Publications of Southern History Ass'n, vol 5, pp. 388-400, 
477-496; also Note D. following this article. Margaret At- 
kinson's mother, before marrying Henry Baker, was widow 
of James Radclifte, an eminent minister of the Society of 
Friends ; the Radcliffe family was connected with the At- 
kinsons in other ways also ; see Note E. 

Margaret (Baker) Atkinson served frequently on com- 
mittees of Falls Monthly Meeting, viz. : 6 mo. 7, 1723 ; 2 
mo. 7, 1724; 8 mo. 2, and 9 mo. 6, 1728 ; 9 mo. 5, 1729 ; 
1 mo. 3, 1735/6; 8 mo. 5, and 9 mo. 2, 1743; 5 mo. 2, 
1746 ; 4 mo. 3, and 5 mo. 1, 1747. 

William and Margaret (Baker) Atkinson had issue : 

(Births from register of Falls Mo. Mtg.) 

16. Rachel Atkinson, b. 3. 23. 1723, d, 5. 8. 1803.' 
Mar. 10. 18. 1750, Thomas Stapler. 

17. Rebecca Atkinson, b. 5. 26. 1725, d. 8. 8. 1731. 2 
(18. Samuel Atkinson, b. 5. 12. 1729, d. . 

119. Isaac Atkinson, b. 5. 12. 1729, d. 7. 16. 1747. 3 

20. Thomas Atkinson, b. 11. 19. 1732, d. 5. 7. 1734.' 
In Martindale's MSS., vol 6, on the 32nd page Rachel's birth is given 
as 3. 27 ; on the 56th page her birth is given as 3. 21, her death as 
5. 9, and Thomas's birth as 11. 9 ; as these MSS. have frequently been 
found inaccurate, we give the preference to the meeting register dates, 
as copied above. The mistakes on the 56th page as to Rachel's birth 
& death are repeated on the 61st page. 

1 In Isaac C. Martindale's genealogical MSS. in possession of The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, vol. 6 (not paged), on the 32nd page, 
Margaret Baker's husband is given as William Atkinson, of Middletown, 
son of John ; this William was of the other (Christopher and John) 
Atkinson family, and the true facts as to him will be found in Part II 
of this article. The children named by Martindale on that page are 
actually Margaret's children as given above. On the 56th page her 
husband is correctly called William Atkinson of Bristol, son of Thomas, 
and the same list of children reappears. 

2 Register Falls Mo. Mtg. 

8 Martindale's MSS., just mentioned. 

(To be continued) 



